Sewing Machine
Guide

Picking the Perfect
Sewing Machine
_______

The perfect sewing machine means different things to different people. Since we’re
here to learn about sewing clothes, I’m going to be focusing on features that make our
lives as fashion designers easier.
I’m going to go through the primary features you NEED as a beginning fashion designer and why you need them, then at the end of this guide you’ll ﬁnd a chart listing my
top picks!

2

How to Pick the Perfect Sewing Machine

#4

Voila
e
l
d
r
e
e
e
d
N rea
Th

#1

#2

#3

Feature 1: Automatic Needle Threader
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Before you can sew anything, you’ll need to thread your machine. This means getting
the thread set up correctly so we can create stitches! Also, you’ll need to re-thread
your machine if your thread breaks, if you run out of thread, if you switch thread
colors. Let’s just say you’ll be threading your machine often on your sewing journey.
Every machine has (2) threads. The ﬁrst is the thread on top of the sewing machine,
which is simply called the upper thread. The second is called the bobbin thread and it
is placed in the base of the sewing machine.
On all machines, the upper thread goes through the eye of the needle. The hole is tiny
and there isn’t a ton of space for your hands, so save your eye sight, and the stress, by
getting a machine that auto threads the needle for you.
The process isn’t exactly automatic. There’s actually a built in little gadget that makes
the process super quick + easy!
using the Needle Threader:
1. Pull Needle threader down into position
2. pull thread around needle threader
3. release needles threader
4. voila!
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Feature 2: Top Load Bobbin
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Continuing on the topic of threading, let’s talk about how to thread the bobbin thread.
You have two main options here, either top or side loading. Top loading is SO much
easier + quicker which is why I’ve listed it as the #2 feature you want your machine to
have.
You’re going to have to thread your machine, there’s no way around that, so let’s make
it as quick and easy as possible, right?

Top Loading is straight forward:
1. Remove the plastic cover
2. Remove Empty Bobbin
2. Replace with Threaded Bobbin
3. Pull thread into position
4. Replace plastic cover

For side loading, to remove the bobbin, you’ll need to:
1. Remove front storage section of your machine
2. Open the housing plate
3. Lift two metal support arms
4. Remove the metal bracket
5. Pull out the bobbin housing
6. Remove the bobbin from the housing
Then you’ll have to put everything back.
you don’t really wanna spend that long threading do
you?
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1 Step Button Hole

4 Step Button Hole

Feature 3: 1 Step Buttonholes
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This feature allows you to do professional buttonholes on your garments in your
sleep! There is a little bit of set-up with this but if you want to make clothes with
buttons and without banging your head into a wall, this is necessary. All of the machines I list at the end have at least one, but please please please do not buy a machine without this feature!

Set Up for 1-Step Buttonholes:
1. Set machine stich to Auto-Buttonhole
2. Put Auto-Buttonhole foot on machine
3. Place button into the rear of the foot
4. Set needle in position where you want buttonhole
5. Start sewing
6. Machine will stop automatically when finished
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Feature 4: Speed Control

here
Click eo
d
for vi

_______

As a beginner, learning to handle your fabric can be tricky. Learning to sew in a
straight line, then eventually curved lines, takes time and practice. With speed control, you’ll have the ability to set your machine speed to whatever makes you feel
comfortable.
This makes practice much easier, but also, as you get more advanced, you’ll know
which projects are easy - meaning you can turn the speed up, and which one’s are a
little trickier and therefore need a little slowing down.
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Feature 5: Free Arm
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This feature allows you to remove a small part of the sewing machine base (as shown
above), giving you a smaller surface area for sewing. At ﬁrst glance this might seem
really strange, but it’s super useful for sewing small circular pieces like sleeves, cuffs,
and collars!
As a bonus, the section that gets removed, usually doubles as storage. So you can keep
your spare machine needles, thread, and presser feet there.
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Feature 6: Presser Feet
_______

Presser feet are attachments for the needle area of your sewing machine. At the most
basic level, they hold your fabric in position while sewing. Beyond that, each foot has a
unique shape to help you achieve different goals.
The most common presser feet are:
1. All Purpose Foot: For general sewing
2. Zipper Foot: To sew zippers
3. Button Foot: To sew on buttons
4. Button Hole Foot: To sew holes for the buttons
The more feet your machine comes with, the fewer you’ll have to buy as add-on’s later.
But, most machines come with the above 4, and those are the only one’s you really
need to get started.
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Sewing Machine
Comparison
_______

Brother
CS6000i
$150

Brother
XM2701
$95

Singer
Heavy Duty 4423
$140

Yes
Yes
Yes
7
Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes
1
No
Yes

Yes
Yes
Yes
1
No
Yes

STITCH SELECTION
# OF STITCHES
# OF SEWING FEET

LED Screen
60
8

Knobs
27
6

Knobs
23
4

ADDED FEATURE #1
ADDED FEATURE #2
ADDED FEATURE #3

Oversized Table

None
None
None

Metal Frame
High Speed
None

This is a feature
packed machine for
both beginners +
more advanced
sewers.

If you’re just
starting out and
want to play around
with a basic machine,
this is a good place
to start.

If you want to do
heavy duty
projects, such as:

BRAND
MODEL
PRICE
AUTO NEEDLE THREADER
TOP LOAD BOBBIN
1 STEP BUTTON HOLE
BUTTON HOLE STYLES
SPEED CONTROL
FREE ARM
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If you’re seriously
interested in sewing
and don’t want to
have to upgrade in a
few years, this is
the best option for
you.

Another option is to
check Craigslist.
I’ve found some of
my fave (and super
cheap) machines
there.

- Leather
- Thick Bags
- Multi-Layer Denim
Then this is the
machine for you.

